
VAH: Association of Applied Hygiene

VAH

•	 is a Germany-based Association of multi-disciplinary professional societies and associations 
with expertise in applied hygiene and disinfection, which is exclusively dedicated to the public‘s 
health and wellbeing,

•	 has two Commissions: Disinfectants Commission and Commission for Practical Hygiene

•	 awards certificates for tested disinfectants following a conformity assessment procedure in  
accordance with VAH requirements, also reflecting current European standards, 

•	 carries out sampling and retesting of VAH-certified products available on the market,

•	 develops methods for efficacy tests of chemical disinfection procedures, 

•	 validates the quality of new or existing efficacy testing methods in ring trials,

•	 publishes all certified products in the open-access VAH List of Disinfectants, 

•	 publishes test methods and requirements for VAH certification, 

•	 publishes recommendations for the practical application of disinfectants,

•	 �takes into account the current epidemiological situation, latest scientific insights, new  
technical developments, new formulations as well as the interests and concerns of users, 

•	 takes into account the effects on humans and the environment caused by the use of disinfectants,

•	 maintains a website with a broad range of information and news on disinfectant testing as well 
as practical application of chemical disinfectants.

VAH. Simply. Be Safe.
Standing together for more safety in infection prevention.
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CHECK THE FACTS

All products in the VAH List meet the quality requirements for the effectiveness of chemical disinfection 
procedures in all areas where disinfection is necessary and medically indicated in accordance with KRINKO 
(Commission of  Hospital Hygiene and Infection Prevention) statements and recommendations as well as the 
recommendations of public health authorities and scientific societies in Germany (e.g., DGKH).

All products in the VAH List meet the requirements of current European standards for the respective area 
of application with the VAH-certified specifications published in the List. 

All products in the VAH List are effective against bacteria, including antibiotic-resistant or gram-negative 
bacteria, as well as yeasts such as Candida albicans. These activity spectra are considered a minimum requi-
rement when using disinfectants.  

For all products in the VAH List manufacturers have the option of having additional spectra of activity 
certified and listed. These are as follows: 
•  Tuberculocidal activity (areas of application: (hard) surfaces, instruments, textiles)
•  Mycobactericidal activity (areas of application: (hard) surfaces, instruments, textiles)
•  �Fungicidal activity (i.e. effective against moulds and their spores, areas of application: hands, (hard) surfa-

ces, instruments, textiles)
•  Sporicidal activity (i.e. effective against C. difficile, area of application: surfaces)
•  Activity against viruses:

–  Active against enveloped viruses (area of application: hands, hard surfaces, instruments)
–  Limited spectrum of virucidal activity (area of application: hands, hard surfaces)
–  Virucidal  (area of application: hands, hard surfaces, instruments, textiles)	  
–  Virucidal PLUS (area of application: hard surfaces)

For all products on the VAH List which are certified with the above-mentioned spectra of activity, two 
independent expert opinions with accompanying test reports were submitted to ensure efficacy, and their 
compliance with the VAH certification requirements was confirmed. This ensures a statistically significantly 
higher level of reliability regarding the efficacy claims of disinfectants than would be achieved by a single 
laboratory, as required in the biocide approval process. As a further quality assurance measure, only test 
reports from laboratories that regularly participate in ring trials for efficacy testing are accepted. 
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